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Kansas, the Flint Hills, and Water
Water has carved the distinctive rolling
landscape of the Flint Hills, with its limestone
ledges and hilltops thick with chert gravel.
Water has also shaped how people have settled
across Kansas and made use of the land.
Early travelers followed the rivers. Prior to
the railroad the Arkansas and Kansas Rivers
served to transport people and goods.
In June 1855, the steamboat Hartford ran aground on its way to Fort Riley; the
immigrants aboard considered their options and stayed to establish the town
of Manhattan. Water was proposed as the northern boundary when statehood
was discussed: the Platte River formed a natural boundary between the Kansas
and Nebraska territories, being too wide to bridge and too shallow to ferry
across. Reportedly, politics played a large role in the decision not to annex
southern Nebraska into the new state of Kansas, as Republicans at the Wyandotte
Constitutional Convention in 1859 thought it would add too many Democrats.
That decision has left Kansas and Nebraska in protracted disagreements in regard to
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High Plains Issues at the Kansas Water
Office. She also serves on the Kansas Water

and chairs the Geological Society of
America’s Geology and Public Policy
Committee. She holds an M.S. in geology
from the University of Kansas.
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